Economic Sociology. Vol. 11. No. 2. March 2010 www. ecsoc.hse.ru

Contents and Abstracts

Editor’s FOreWord (Vadinm RAAAEY) ..............occueeecueeeeiie ettt vee e eava e e save e e aaeeenaeesasneennns 5

Interviews
Interview with Professor Erik Olin Wright: «When I Began My Work, My Fantasy Was That Marxism

Would Once And For All Defeat Sociology» (translated by D. Krylov, G. LOZINOV) ........ccovueeeeveeeiieeeireannne. 7

New Texts
Yana Roshchina, Anna Sukhova
Factors of Household Agricultural Activity 1n RUSSIa .......ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeee e 21

Abstract

The theoretical background of the research is an economic sociology approach toward the analysis of private
household agricultural activity. On the basis of Russian Longitudinal Monitoring Survey (19942006 years)
the dynamic ofhousehold agricultural activity is examined, the typological analysis of agricultural specialization
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Abstract

Qualitative analysis of historical data concerning the diffusion of life insurance in the United States during the
19th century helps to explore the problem of establishing monetary equivalents for those aspects of the social
order, such as death, that are culturally defined as above financial relationships. The financial evaluation of
a man’s life introduced by the life insurance industry was initially rejected by many as a profanation which
transformed the sacred event of death into a vulgar commodity. By the latter part of the 19th century, the
economic definition of the value of death became finally more acceptable, legitimating the life insurance
enterprise. However, the monetary evaluation of death did not desacralize it; life insurance emerged as a new
form of ritual with which to face death.
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Abstract

The article is devoted to studying styles of consumption in the field of leisure, focusing on sporting clays which
became popular among the Russian elite in the second half of 1990s. The study demonstrates that today people
with medium and low income are also engaged in sporting clays. The question arises as to whether sporting
clays stimulates social differentiation or social integration. The empirical data collected from participants of
a sporting clays club describe the institutionalization process of sporting clays in modern Russia, show social
and economic qualities of shooters, and present a typology of people engaged in this kind of shooting.

Keywords: life styles; patterns of consumption; social stratification; sport; sporting clays.

Debute Studies

Maria Pravdina

The Modern Market for Soviet Movies: Social and Cultural Analysis of Market Positioning of DVD-
PTOUCTES ..ttt et ettt e b e bt et e e e bt e e ab e e st e eabeesabeeabeeeneeenbeeeabeenbeenneeenseas 91

Abstract

The paper is devoted to a socio-cultural analysis of the market for Soviet movies on DVD. The Soviet cinema is
considered as a cultural object; and its positioning is connected with the production and distribution of cultural
symbols representing meanings and values of the Soviet movies, on how the present and the Soviet past are
related; on the role which the Soviet film production plays in the modern cultural context. The author brings up
the following questions: how the Soviet movies are positioned in the DVD market? What cultural symbols are
transmitted through this market positioning process? In which way do the properties of a movie conditioned
by the institutional context of the Soviet film production define the distributors’ market strategies?

The empirical data are collected from the covers of DVDs and descriptions, series, and collections of the
Soviet movies presented on distributor-companies’ websites. The research covers 450 DVDs of the Soviet
films.
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Abstract

The paper analyzes the methodological and empirical research on issues of informal economic activity of the
police in the developed and developing countries and countries with transition economies. The focus is set
on reasons, mechanisms and practices of police corruption. The comparative analysis of the indicated types
of countries demonstrates that the origination of corruption is many-faceted. The police corruption in the
developed countries contrasts with that in the developing and transition countries. Moreover, these diversities
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shed light upon the scales and forms of police corruption in the developing and transition countries, and upon
the necessary tools to reduce it.
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The author of this article presents a critical review of the monograph «Organized Labor in Postcommunist
States: From Solidarity to Infirmity». The book, written by a famous researcher of labor movements P. Kubicek,
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transformation. The book is written in a methodologically original way with a lot of data being used. The author
looked at organized labor within three dimensions: market, democracy and globalization. Comparative research
is not confined to four mentioned states, but also involves the comparison of labor movement in Western and
Eastern Europe. In spite of interesting findings the study of organized labor in postcommunist states is mainly
descriptive. The reasons and the results of declining of labor organizations are not thoroughly examined.
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